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“It is a great pleasure to know that Kishinchand Chellaram Law College is publishing yet another issue of their annual
magazine ‘Vidhi Sanchay’ reflecting the multifaceted activities of the college conducted during academic year 2020-
21.

Today the Legal Education is also going through a lot of changes. With globalization and development in Information
and Communication technology, the term ‘Legal Education’ touches multi-dimensional streams of education all
around the world. Legal education is not a subject that covers the scope of the law alone; it extends its impact on
socio- political, historical and economic arena. 

Some of you students will be graduating this year and marching towards your goals set for your professional life
ahead. Those who become lawyers, must note that Law students have many career options before them ranging from
teaching to human resources. Ultimately best job is not necessarily the one that pays most, it is the one that sustains
you for the long period.

Dear students, confidence is the most important characteristic a lawyer should have. Confidence to respect the client,
confidence to face and argue the opponent, confidence to push through in the court or at the table for negotiations.
And another very important characteristic is to believe in yourself thereby never underestimate yourself or under-look
your potential.

“Success comes with those who work hard and stays with those, who don’t rest on the laurels of the past.”
K.C. Law College has always taken pride to provide education that meets the challenges and makes the learners
capable to compete globally. I very proudly note that K. C. Law College was ranked 6th among Top Leading Law
Schools of Super Excellence and 3rd Top Law School in the State of Maharashtra by the Competition Success Review
magazine in June 2021. It was also ranked 30th among all India Law Colleges, 21st among all India Private Law
Colleges and 5th among all India Private Law Colleges of West Zone by The Week magazine in August 2021.

As a premiere institution, Kishinchand Chellaram Law College under the able leadership of its Principal Dr Kavita
Lalchandani is dedicated to prepare the students to compete in this world and to overcome the challenges. I am
confident that the college under the Principal at the helm of affairs and dedicated staff will become one of the leading
colleges in the legal arena.

I extend my best wishes for the success of the future endeavours of the college.

                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                    Kishu H. Mansukhani
                                                                                                                                                        Trustee &  President
                                                                                                                                                               H.S.N.C. Board

MESSAGE



“Legal education plays an important role in developing lawyers who act as social engineers and
work towards the cause of nation building, unleashing their hidden talents and nurturing their
creativity. Co-curricular activities provide the learners an opportunity of thinking in different
ways and getting innovative ideas of their own.

Its is a great pleasure that the College is publishing its Annual Magazine. I am sure that the
students can bring out their creativity and talent through this platform. Taking part in such
events gives students a sense of self-confidence and accomplishment.

Any activity which helps in the development of the total personality of a young mind is a part of
education. The opportunity to develop and excel is offered through cultural and extracurricular
activities. Opening up of personality, developing the latent talents, promotion of the intellectual
effort and an opportunity of healthy competition - all these are factors which an educational
institution should always encourage. When it does this, it fulfils its role in education.

We at HSNC Board harbor the feeling of proud parents looking at the rankings received by the
College at National level. K.C. Law College was ranked 6th among Top Leading Law Schools Of
Super Excellence and 3rd Top Law School in the State of Maharashtra by Competition Success
Review magazine in June 2021. It was ranked 38th among all Law Colleges in India by India
Today in July 2021 and stood at the 30th rank among all India Law Colleges and 5th rank among
all India Private Law Colleges of West Zone (The Week magazine, August 2021).

My best wishes to Principal Dr Kavita Lalchandani and her Team for the coming years!

                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                             Anil Harish 
                                                                                                               Trustee & Immediate Past President
                                                                                                                                          H.S.N.C. Board

MESSAGE



“Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all” -- Aristotle

Education is a hidden wealth. Even as we impart education to match with the changing modes of
education pattern, we also impart moral values and principles. I am glad that K. C. Law College,
over a period of 65 years, has produced some great minds in the field of legal education. I am
confident that this illustrated legacy will continue to grow in the years to come. During the recent
COVID-19 pandemic, the College, after a very short pause, brought all its services and functions
online. This is indeed a great achievement for any institution. Another feather in the cap was its
selection as the only Law College in Mumbai to be ranked 6th amongst ‘Top Leading Law Schools
of Super Excellence in India’ by Competition Success Review magazine (June 2021 edition).

College magazines portray the contemporary culture, ethos and pulse of the student community
belonging to that era in which they are published. Literary, poetic and other creative work
presented by students in magazines has immense potential in providing a strong platform to
budding students to showcase their skills and in striving to achieve the objectives of education.
Magazines play the function of a catalyst in the process of identification and recognition of
students’ innate literary and creative potentials and also in encouraging them towards their
futuristic endeavours in this direction ahead in their lives.

Most of the budding talents get opportunities to showcase their work through the magazines. The
articles published in the magazines also allows teachers various opportunities to motivate young
readers. Teachers can also help students improve their language by giving proper suggestions and
encouragement. As there are different kind of literature being published on school magazines
students can choose categories based on their interest for publishing in them.

College magazine is a milestone that marks our growth, unfolds our imaginations, reveals our
hidden talents and gives life to our imaginations and aspirations. I appreciate the Editorial Board
for unleashing the hidden talents and wish the entire team of K.C. Law College great success.

                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                     Dr. Niranjan Hiranandani
                                                                                                                                       Trustee & Past President
                                                                                                                                                  H.S.N.C. Board

MESSAGE



I am very pleased to write this message for "Vidhi Sanchay, AY 2020-2021" the annual magazine
of Kishinchand Chellaram Law College.

To begin with I am happy to note that Kishinchand Chellaram Law college continues to be
featured among the leading law colleges in India as well as in Mumbai across the surveys carried
out by leading Indian magazines such as India Today, Competition Success Review, and The
Week. 

Further I am pleased to note the various topics the college is covering including Intellectual
Property, Pollution Control under environmental laws, Gender Justice and Right to Public
Service. These subjects are all very relevant and contemporary and they will help to expand the
application of laws in these upcoming areas and will provide new career avenues. 

The above achievements are possible because of the team of teaching staff, non-teaching staff,
alumni and students that are led by the able Principal - Dr Kavita Lalchandani. 

I would also take this opportunity to suggest to Kishinchand Chellaram Law college, in
partnership with other knowledge partners, to champion the above topics and also include
International Arbitration and Law journalism so as to create new avenues for the students and
college alike as the Economy recovers and re-opens.

It is heartening that the college is continuing to perform well during this pandemic. 
I wish the principal of the college, her team of teaching and non-teaching staff and students’
greater success in the forthcoming year.

                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                               Mr. Lal Chellaram

                           Trustee, H.S.N.C. Board

MESSAGE



Law as a profession is in great demand these days due to the changing social and economic
circumstances and the ever-increasing regulatory role of the government. Besides being
financially lucrative, Law is an adventurous and exciting career option.

Employment of lawyers is projected to grow 9 percent from 2016 to 2026. Deloitte predicts
1,00,000 legal roles will be automated by 2036 and law firms will start using new talent
strategies. The post-pandemic era has essentially been a boon in certain areas of the legal
industry including cyber law, financial arbitration, family law, consumer law, insurance,
criminal law, civil rights, estate planning, bankruptcy claims and even divorce cases. 

Technology is going to play a crucial role in the future of law education and India can play a
leading role in the international legal system. The pandemic made the judiciary improve their
digital acumen and adapt in terms of virtual hearings, e-fines and e-conferences.

Gender diversity is particularly significant in the legal profession where the presence of women
plays a critical role in upholding the ideal of equality, fairness and impartiality of the justice
system especially amongst disadvantaged groups.

Modern legal education must incorporate emotional intelligence along with legal knowledge
and skills with personal effectiveness and an entrepreneurial mindset. Law education must also
focus on technology, social media skills, data analytics, data security and design thinking. The
pre-pandemic model of law education is no longer the default position but will evolve into a
hybrid system where faculty and students will become a borderless community.

The role of law students in shaping and improving society is crucial, which is why it is important
to impart comprehensive training in law schools. KC College of Law, helmed by Dr Kavita
Lalchandani and her able team have done a commendable job in excelling on many fronts and I
wish them luck in all their future endeavours. 
                                                                                                            

 
                                                                                                                            Ms. Maya Shahani 

                           Trustee, H.S.N.C. Board

MESSAGE



“A word after a word after a word is power” – Margaret Atwood
The publication of its flagship annual magazine for 2020-2021 is a proud moment for everyone associated
with Kishinchand Chellaram Law College. I extend my best wishes to the Principal, Dr. Kavita Lalchandani
and her entire team for yet another issue of the magazine, especially during the restrictions imposed during
te pandemic. .The contribution of K.C. Law College to the legal fraternity of India as well as beyond the
borders of India has been remarkable, transcending across all domains of the legal profession, from the
judiciary to advocacy, academics to consultancy, and way beyond too, to the community at large. The College
has always been at the pinnacle of achievements in academics, co-curricular and extra-curricular activities,
and has diversified into every facet of legal education, legal research and associated activities; more so in the
past two years when the online mode of imparting education opened up new pedagogical strategies and
methods to enable the College to carry on its pursuit of excellence in the toughest ever situation of nationwide
crises in 2020-2021.

What is laudable is that the zeal and enthusiasm of the faculty members and students alike, remained
unaffected by the Covid-19 pandemic and the consequent national lockdown. K.C. Law College continued to
take the lead in every field of legal education by launching online education initiatives as early as March 2020
and a number of webinars, guest lectures, certificate courses and likewise were organised and successfully
accomplished under the able leadership of Principal Dr. Kavita Lalchandani.

The value and significance of a College Magazines in any practical scheme of education can never be
overestimated since Magazines showcase the identity of the education institutionand provide the students a
platform for creative expression. The K. C. Law College has emerged as a symbol of the innovation and
creative abilities of the students, which is reflected in the literary, poetic, visual arts and research potential of
the young minds. I would also like to add that justice is the highest aim which the law aspires to, it becomes
the instrument of the humane and the enlightened in the development of a society which seeks the good of all
its citizens. As Gandhiji says, “Justice needs to be tempered with generosity as much as generosity needs to be
tempered with justice”. 

Once again, I congratulate Dr  Kavita Lalchandani and the entire staff and student community of Kishinchand
Chellaram Law College on this consistent publication of the College Magazine; and I wish them success in all
their endeavours in the coming years.                                                                                                                      

    Prin. Dinesh Panjwani
                           Secretary, H.S.N.C. Board

MESSAGE



“When I sit down to write a book, I do not say to myself, 'I am going to produce a work
of art.' I write it because there is some lie that I want to expose, some fact to which I
want to draw attention, and my initial concern is to get a hearing.”      - George Orwell,
Why I Write 

The COVID-19 pandemic has reinforced two fundamental truths about human rights.
First, human rights violations harm us all. The second truth highlighted by the
pandemic is that human rights are universal and protect us all. The lessons from this
crisis has shown us that an effective response to a human rights crisis must be based
on solidarity and cooperation. For this academic initiatives and solution-oriented
academic collaborations play a central role. Academic debates often spell out the role
of human rights in crisis response, gender equality, public participation, climate
justice and sustainable development. We at KC Law College aim to transform legal
education into justice education to be an instrument of progressive change.

I wish to acknowledge my gratitude to all the researchers who have sent articles for
the Magazine. A lot of hard work, intellectual discussions, and free exchange of ideas
contributed to this Magazine. My hope for this magazine, going forward, is that it
should always seek to achieve newer and greater heights and keep the spirit of legal
scepticism alive. An academic magazine is a culmination of several people’s efforts,
the effort that goes into writing a paper, the effort that goes into shortlisting the
papers, and finally the editing that goes into making sure that the ideas of the author
are being expressed in the best possible way. 

I also thank the team of reviewers and technical team for their hard work and
enthusiasm. We hope that this magazine would be a starting point towards building a
network of scholars and practitioners interested in rethinking the emancipatory
discourse of law during challenging times. Let us take stock of the importance of this
law magazine as a series that would shape the academic discourse on law and I hope
that we may look forward to a society of greater value of rights and freedom that is
founded on the fundamental rights of all people to co-exist peacefully.

        Dr. Bindu Variath
Editor

Editorial



It gives me immense pleasure to pen a few words for our College magazine “Vidhi Sanchay,
2020-2021”.
I am happy to announce that we have rechristened the magazine name from K. C. Law
Nama to ‘Vidhi Sanchay’. The name means treasure of ideas and expressions put forth by
various contributors associated with law.
This year the magazine cover is based on an apt theme of Indian winners in the Olympic
and Paralympic games. Sports are an integral part along with academics and cultural
activities for true progress of any educational institution. I hope that our students inculcate
the sportsmanship qualities in their professional lives.
Creativity in varied forms helps a person to develop better expressive abilities that are an
essential component to become a successful lawyer. The wonderful artworks and poems
contributed by our students and teachers showcase their excellent creative abilities. The
articles show their efforts in academic research. I feel that they have fully utilized the
platform provided by the College magazine to bring out their distinctive creativity.
During the pandemic, our college responded immediately and positively to the restrictions
imposed by the lockdown. All lectures and other academic and extra-curricular activities
were seamlessly shifted to the online platforms. This quick response was recognized by
various academic ranking agencies. This year the College was ranked 6th among Top
Leading Law Schools of Super Excellence and 3rd among Top Law Schools in the State of
Maharashtra by Competitive Success Review, June 2021. The College was also ranked 38th
amongst all Law Colleges in India, 2nd Best in Top 10 Law Colleges with Best Value for
Money and ranked 4th Best in Top 10 Law Colleges with Lowest Fees by the India Today, July
2021 issue. The College was also ranked 30th among All India Private Law Colleges and 5th
among Private Law Colleges of West Zone by the Week Magazine, August 2021.
These laurels would not have been achieved without the continuous support and
encouragement from the HSNC Board. I express my deepest gratitude to all the esteemed
members of the Board. The consistent achievements across the years is owing to the
dedicated and sincere efforts of the teaching and non-teaching staff of the College. 
I applaud the earnest efforts made by the Editorial Team for designing this edition of the
college magazine.
Wishing you all the best...!

Dr. Kavita Lalchandani
                                                                                        Principal

From the Principal's Desk
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Annual Report of Academic Year 2020-21

29th June 2020: College organized a webinar (workshop) on the topic of Intellectual Property
Rights. About 200 participants from various Colleges attended the webinar. The Guest Speakers
were Mr. Anjani Kumar Singh, Advocate Bombay High Court and Colonel Abhijit Kadam,
Advocate Bombay High Court. The Speakers elaborately discussed Patent Laws, Trademarks and
Passing off with landmark judgments. 

15th July 2020: College in collaboration with the NGO ‘The Mix Voices: Aao Milkar Desh Banao’
organised a National Research Writing Competition, 2020 ‘PEN YOUR THOUGHTS' on the theme
Artificial Intelligence need for Data Protection in Legal System. Sixty five students from all over
India participated for the competition. The Judges for the Competition were: Ms. Dhruti Kapadia,
Solicitor & Advocate on Record, Supreme Court of India, Mr. Jamshed Mistry, Advocate, Supreme
Court of India; Mr. Suresh Vora, Advocate, High Court and Mr. Avinash Poojari, Principal
Associate, DSK Legal, Mumbai. The result for the competition was declared in the august
presence of the Chief Guest, Dr. Niranjan Hiranandani, Provost, HSNC University and Trustee,
H.S.N.C. Board. 
Winners: 
1st Position: Rebecca Dias, University of Mumbai Law Academy, Mumbai 
2nd Position – Ms. Sumedha Kokate, K. C. Law College, Mumbai 
3rd Position – Ms. M. Saranya, Tamil Nadu Dr. Ambedkar Law University, Chennai 
Consolation Prize:
1. Ms. Pratha Santosh Waghmare, University of Mumbai Law Academy, Mumbai
2. Mr. Sanjay Dey, University Law College, Utkal University, Odisha 

15th and 16th July 2020: Two days National Level Legal Literacy Programme was organized by
College in association with Maharashtra State Legal Services Authority and DLSA, Mumbai.
Topic like Rights of Undertrials Prisoners and Laws Relating to Child in Conflict with Law; Law
Relating to Protection from Domestic Violence; Law Relating to Prevention of Child Abuse; Child
in need of Care and Protection; and Rights of Senior Citizens were discussed by eminent
speakers like Shri. Yatin Game, Secretary DLSA, Mumbai; Shri Santosh Shinde, Member
Maharashtra State Commission for Protection of Child Rights; Adv. Aileen Marques, Panel
Lawyer , DLSA , Mumbai; and Mr. C. J. Joveson, Advocate Bombay High Court. 

18th July 2020: National Webinar on the topic ‘Professional ethics and Human Values’ was
organised. The guest speaker was Dr. Rajasekhar Patil, Head of the Department, Department of
Environmental Studies, Saint Gadge Maharaj College of Commerce, Khetwadi, Mumbai. He
highlighted the importance of carrying within one self the good practices of accepting human
values and maintaining ethics and integrity in one's professional life. He expressed his views
that truth, love, peace, good conduct and non-violence are the characteristic features of
professional ethics. 

 



25th July 2020: Webinar on ' Preventive Measures in Health Care Pre & Post COVID-19 ' by the
guest speaker, Dr. Manmohan M. Kamat, Head of the Department, Department of General
Surgery and Minimal Invasive Surgery, Nanavati Super Speciality Hospital, Mumbai. He
described the symptoms of corona virus, modes by which the virus spreads and how it became a
pandemic. 

27th to 31st July, 2020: Five days Alumni Webinar Series - II on topics: (i) Muslim Law: Clearing
the mis concepts, (ii) Introduction to Bankruptcy and Insolvency Code with recent Amendments,
(iii) Summary Suits under Civil Procedure Code Art of Drafting and Cross Examination and (iv)
An overview on the Mergers and Acquisitions Laws in India. The College Alumni Ms. Nausheen
Yousuf, Project Director, Majlis & Human Rights; Mr. Shan Bottlewalla, Advocate & Solicitor; Ms.
Rujuta Joshi, Advocate, Bombay High Court; Mr.Bapoo Malcolm, Advocate and Empanelled
Arbitrator, Bombay High Court; and Mr. Avinash Poojari, Principal Associate, DSK Legal were
invited to deliver these lectures.

5th to 8th August, 2020: College organised K. C. Law Lecture Series on “Practical Aspects of Law”.
Lectures were conducted on topics like Fundamentals of Criminal Trial, Invoking Writ
Jurisdiction: Pros and Cons, Process for Seeking Divorce / Matrimonial Reliefs in Court and
Journey of Civil Suit from Filling till Decree. The College invited eminent speakers like Mr.
Prosper D'souza, Advocate Bombay High Court, Ms. Helen Miranda; Advocate, Bombay High
Court; Mr. Ashok Purohit, Solicitor & Advocate, Bombay High Court and Mr. Digambar Deokar,
Advocate, Bombay High Court to deliver the lectures in the series.

10th August 2020: Legal Aid Clinic of the College in association with District Legal Services
Authority Mumbai organized an Online Legal Literacy Programme on the topic of “Role of Legal
Services Authorities for Justice to All” by speaker Shri. Yatin Game, Secretary, DLSA, Mumbai. He
explained in detail the historical development of Legal Services Authorities in India, the
different Authorities at different levels under the Legal Services Authorities Act, the functions of
these authorities, persons who are entitled to benefits under the Act, mechanism of Lok Adalats,
Para-legal volunteers, how they have helped in Disaster management, representation of
undertrials, women, children, victims of sexual assaults , drug addiction, role of the law
Institutions and law students in reaching and helping the needy people in the society. 

13th August 2020: ‘Constitution Club’ of the College was inaugurated by Chief Guest- Mr. Milind
S. Sathe, Senior Advocate, Bombay High Court & President, Bombay Bar Association and Guest of
Honour - Mr. Anil Harish, Trustee & Immediate Past President, HSNC Board and Partner D.M.
Harish & Co. On this occasion both the esteemed guests enlightened the audience on the topic
“Delicately Balancing the Constitution in Present COVID – 19 Scenario”.



15th August 2020: A virtual celebration of the 74th Independence Day was graced by the
presence of Special Guest Dr. Swati Sabale, Director of Mansukhani Institute of Management,
Ulhasnagar. Principal Dr. Kavita Lalchandani along with teaching, non-teaching staff and
students participated with great patriotism, enthusiasm and zeal. The students contributed in
the celebration through songs, shayari and speeches. 

18th August 2020: College in association with
Mumbai First organized Panel Discussion on
“Transgenders: Comtemporary Issues &
Challenges”. The Panel Members were Shri.
Yatin Game, Secretary, Mumbai District
Legal Services Authority; Salma Khan,
President of Kinnar Maa Trust, Mumbai Lok
Adalat Panelist; Simran Shaikh, Senior
Program Officer, Sexuality Gender and
Rights India HIV/AIDS Alliance; Amrita
Sarkar, Program Manager and Helpline
Counsellor Project Samata SAATHI; Vivek
Anand, Chief Executive Officer, Humsafar
Trust (HST) and Akshat Agarwal, Research
Fellow, Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy. The Act
passed by the Legislature with respect to the
rights of the transgenders was discussed in
detail by the panellists. The discussion was
moderated by Dr. Neville A. Mehta, CEO,
Mumbai First. 



19th to 21st August 2020: The College in collaboration with Hashmatrai & Gangaram
Himathmal Mansukhani Institute of Management, Ulhasnagar organised a Workshop on
‘Professional Development’ for students of both the colleges as well as for students from
other Colleges across the nation. The Resource persons Ms. Deepali Kulkarni, Assistant
Professor; Dr. Nikita Khatwani, Assistant Professor; Dr.Swati Sabale, Director of
Hashmatrai and Gangaram Himathmal Mansukhani Institute of Management, Ulhasnagar
had interactive sessions on the topics - Networking via Social Media, Interpersonal
Communications, Resume Building and Email Etiquette, Interviews and Mock Interviews,
Discussions and Mock Group Discussions and Stress Management. 

24th to 27th August 2020: Online Faculty Development Programme on Changing Facets of
Legal Education in India was organized. The College was fortunate to have Prof. Dr. Dilip
Ukey, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, Maharashtra National Law University as the Chief Guest and
Guest of Honour Dr. Rajeshri Varhadi, Professor and Head, Department of Law, University
of Mumbai for the Inaugural function. The Faculty Development programme had various
technical sessions with eminent speakers like Dr. Vijay Kumar, Vice Chancellor NLIU Bhopal;
Dr. Shashikala Gurpur, Director Symbiosis Law School, Pune, Dr. Manoj Kumar Sinha,
Directory Indian Law Institute, New Delhi; Dr. Prem Kumar Agarwal , HOD Hooghly Moshin
College Burdwan, West Bengal; Dr. Judy Andrews, Principal, Gandhi Shikshan Bhavan’s
College Of Education; Dr. Mandar Bhanushe, IDOL, University of Mumbai and Dr. Jayshree
Shinde, Head Department of Educational Technology SNDT Women’s University. Topics
included Tools for Online Teaching Learning; National Education Policy 2020; Role of
Regulatory Bodies in Legal Education, Research & Publication; Recent Trends and Measures
for Skill Development in Legal Education; Legal Education in a Globalized World; ICT Tools
for Collaborative Learning. Dr. Bhagwan Balani, Principal Bombay Teachers' Training was
the Chief Guest for the Valedictory function.



2nd September 2020: College organised a webinar on “Career Avenues in Legal Profession”
by Adv. Shreedhar Parundekar, Director, Braand Defence Consultingg Pvt. Ltd. He explained
the procedure to choose the right career, planning and preparation for different competitive
exams and also to understand the importance of having goal and passion and hard work to
achieve the desired goal. 

3rd September, 2020: Webinar on ‘How to write a Research Paper’ was conducted by Dr.
Kiran Sharma, Asst. Prof., K. C. Law College & Ph.D. Guide at SNDT Women’s University,
Mumbai to train students for writing research papers. 

5th September, 2020: Students of the College organized online Celebration of Teachers’ Day.
They expressed gratitude towards the Teachers through songs, poems and speeches. 

8th September 2020: College Legal Aid Clinic in association with District Legal Services
Authority, Mumbai organized an Online Legal Literacy Programme ‘Drug Prevention and
Education : Contemporary Trends and Issues’. Shri. Yatin Game, Secretary, DLSA, Mumbai;
Mr. Bosco Michael Dsouza, National Program Director, Kripa Foundation and Ms. Varsha
Vidya Vilas, General Secretary, Nashabandi, Mandal Maharashtra graced the programme.

9th September, 2020: Online National Webinar ( Workshop) on “Legal Research & Research
Writing” was organized. There were 90 participants from all over India. Dr. Rishi Pal,
Professor - Pedagogy, Dean - Humanities and Applied Sciences, Shri Vishwakarma Skill
University, Haryana, Gurugram was the invited speaker. Topics like Introduction to
Research Methodology, Literature Review, Problem identification, Types of Research among
others were discussed in detail. 

10th September 2020: Webinar on Cyber Crimes and Investigation was organized to create
awareness about Cyber related offences, malpractices and the applicable laws as well as the
investigation mechanism. The participants were also made aware of the upcoming
Certificate Course on Cyber Laws in collaboration with Indian Cyber Institute. Adv. Prashant
Jhala, Cyber Lawyer & Co-founder ICI and Mr. Rohit Date, Lead Trainer & Co-founder ICI
explained the intricacies of cyber security and Investigations and also cleared several doubts
of the participants. 

12th September 2020: Special online event on Environmental Law was organized on the topic
‘Dealing with Covid-19: the Need to Improve Existing Multilateral System for Trans-border
Air Pollution’ by Dr. Sadhana Mahashabde, Advocate at Bombay High Court and noted
environmentalist. She explained the topic in her unique style and emphasized upon the
importance of a concerted international approach in dealing with the pandemic.



27th October 2020: Online Celebration of International
Day of Older Persons 2020 – supported by Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment Govt. of India & National
Institute of Social Defence was organized by the College
in collaboration with Regional Resource Training Centre
(RRTC), Centre for Study of Social Change (CSSC) and
District Legal Service Authority Mumbai Suburban. Senior
Citizens, teachers, students, and other members from the
society participated with great enthusiasm. The
celebration was graced by the presence of Adv. Nirmala
Samant, Chief Functionary of RRTC and Principal Dr.
Kavita Lalchandani. The session enlightened the public on
various topics and laws relating to senior citizens like
Legislation on Social Security - Judicial Approach for
Safeguarding Senior Citizens; Legal Provisions of
Safeguarding Property Rights of Senior Citizens and 
Judicial Approach; and Assistance to Senior Citizens for Implementation of Relief Order
passed by Tribunal under MWPSC Act 2007. These topics were covered by eminent
personalities like Hon’ble Shri Yatin Game, Secretary, District Legal Service Authority,
Mumbai; Hon’ble Shri Vikram Bhandari, Secretary, District Legal Service Authority, Mumbai
Suburban and Mr. Prakash Borgaokar, Director Helpage, India.

28th October 2020: Webinar on Professional Ethics for Teachers was organized with the
object of creating awareness about the Code of Conduct of Teachers among its teaching
faculty. The Resource Person Dr. (Mrs.) Elizabeth Mathew, Ph.D. Guide Mumbai University,
Associate Professor & H.O.D. Department of Commerce, C.K.T. College, Navi Mumbai
elaborately explained various provisions on Professional Ethics and Code of Conduct for
Teachers in simple and crystal clear language.

29th October 2020: A Research Paper Competition was organised on the topic ‘Media : Boon
or Bane’. The judges for the competition were two alumni of the College Mr. Shekhar
Hattangadi, Advocate, Law Professor, Media columnist and film-maker ‘and Mr. Bharat A.
Virani, Advocate, Social Activist. Students presented their research papers on the said topic.
Both the judges reviewed the papers presented by students minutely and gave the important
key points for improvement for the paper presentation skills. The result for the competition
was declared by Mrs. Anuradha Maheshwari (Founder of Lex Mantis, Advocate & Legal
Consultant) 
The Winners – 1st Position – Ms. Akshita Kohli 
 2nd Position –Mr. Vikas Vardhana 
 3rd Position – Ms. Ipshita Singh



31st October 2020: A webinar on “Electronic Information Sources in Law” was conducted by Ms.
Purnima Joshi, Librarian of K. C. Law College, to acquaint the students with various E- Resources.
She started the session by explaining the various types on information sought by law students
and professionals and then listed the various manifestations of the legal literature like Reports,
Journals, blogs, discussion forums, podcasts, etc. 

6th November 2020: Webinar (Workshop) on ‘Emerging Trend of Copyright Privacy in Digital
Age’ was conducted by the eminent speaker Mrs. Anuradha Maheshwari, Founder of Lex Mantis,
Advocate & Legal Consultant.

26th November 2020: An Online National Level Quiz Competition on Indian Constitutional Law
was organized by MC Club, a students club. The Quiz comprised of 50 challenging questions of
varying difficulty levels and time allotted to participants was 20 minutes. The Quiz was followed
by the inauguration of MC Club by Chief Guest Shri Yatin Game, Secretary, District Legal
Services Authority, Mumbai and Dr. Kavita Lalchandani, Principal, K.C. Law College. 
Winners of the Competition received merit certificates as well as cash prizes.
1st position : Ms. Stuti Srivastava, Dharmashastra National Law University 
2nd position : Ms. Shobhna Vijay, Symbiosis Law School
3rd position: Mr. Niranjan Kumar, School of Law, Christ (Deemed to be University). 

27th November 2020: The Constitution Club of the College celebrated the Constitution Day with
Chief Guest Adv. Ashish Shelar, MLA & Former Minister of School Education, Sports & Youth
Welfare, Maharashtra. The theme for the celebration was ‘Preamble of the Constitution: It’s
Relevance & Vision’.



10th December 2020: The College celebrated International Human Rights Day with Eminent
Speaker, Mr. Avinash Mokashi, Director, Indian Human Rights Council, Pune who spoke on the
topic ‘Protection of Human Rights with reference to Changing Perspective Due to Covid–19’. 

14th - 28th January 2021: The College celebrated Marathi Bhasha Samvardhan Pandharwda. The
objective of this seven days program was to celebrate Marathi literature and promote Marathi
language. Various competitions, discussions and programs were arranged in view of this
objective. Competitions included elocution, essay writing competition and handwriting
competitions. 

25th – 26th January, 2021: The College Constitution Club organised ‘Rapid Quiz’ Competition
based on ‘Snakes and Ladders’ game. The theme was based on Constitution Law. Sixty teams
from all over India participated. The competition was conduced for two days which included
preliminary, semi-final and final rounds. The top 3 winners of Competition were MKES College
of Law, Adv. Balasaheb Apte College of Law and G. J Advani Law College.

26th January 2021: The College staff celebrated Republic Day by unfurling the National Flag and
singing the National Anthem followed by speeches on National integrity.

28th January 2021: A function was organized for launching the LL.M. course. The eminent guests
for the function were Mr. Kishu Mansukhani, Trustee & President, H.S.N.C. Board; Dr. Niranjan
Hiranandani, Provost, HSNC University & Trustee & Past President, H.S.N.C. Board; Mr. Anil
Harish, Trustee & Immediate Past President, H.S.N.C. Board and Ms. Maya Shahani, Trustee,
H.S.N.C. Board. The College Annual Magazine was also released by the dignitaries on this
excellent occasion.



5th February 2021: The Constitution Club organised an event “Just Speak” on the topic “Indian
Constitution Longest in the World”. Students participated to express their views on the topic.

6th February 2021: National Conference on Law Innovation and Technology was organised by
the College. The Chief guest for the Inaugural Function was Prof. T. N. Singh, Vice Chancellor,
MGKVP, Varanasi and the Guest of Honour was Dr. Rajeshri Varhadi, HOD Depatment of Law,
University of Mumbai. Students from all over India participated and presented papers on the
said theme. The Valedictory Function was graced by Dr. Ranjan Kumar Head & Dean MGKVP,
Varanasi.

8th February 2021: National Webinar on Forensic Science in Civil Litigation was organsied. The
guest speaker Ms. Riva Pocha, Founder, Facts emphasised on the importance of Forensic
Science in civil litigation.



20th February 2021: The College organised Intra - College Moot Court Competition for students
of the College.

25th February 2021: DLLE First Term Training meeting was held with the Field Co-ordinator Dr.
Minum Saxena where she guided the students and clarified their doubts for PEC project
requirements, procedure, modes of carrying out the activities and submissions to be made by
them.

26th February 2021: DLLE students under Population Education Club initiative organised Gender
Sensitisation Program at College Level where the students created awareness on ‘Rights of
Women in India’ through PPT presentations. Various topics covered were- Female infanticide,
Child marriage, Women’s right to property before and after marriage, Dowry & Domestic
violence, Sexual abuse and Rights of women in police custody.

27th February2021: ‘Marathi Bhasha Diwas’ was celebrated with great enthusiasm. An Interactive
Session with Mr. Sanjay Sharma and Mr. Abhijeet Deshpande, Filmmakers and luminaries from
Marathi Films was conducted on this occasion. The guests spoke about the importance of
Marathi language and encouraged the students to propagate Marathi language and literature. 

5th March 2021: The Constitution Club organised ‘Constitutional Housie’, a housie game with
constitutional judgements instead of numbers. Five participants were declared winners and
were awarded cash prizes and merit certificates.

8th March 2021: Webinar (Workshop) on ‘Choose to Challenge – Women’s participation in Good
Governance’ was organised on the occasion International Women’s Day. The Guest Speaker - Dr.
Leena Gangolli, Chairperson, Ethics Committee at KEM Hospital and member of National Task
Force for Palliative Care, Ministry of Health and Welfare, Government of India shared
information on essential features of good governance and how women’s participation will
accelerate its effectiveness The workshop sensitized the students about their responsibility
towards the society.

10th - 23rd March 2021: The College coordinated Online Refresher Course in Social Sciences
(Inter-disciplinary) organized by UGC Human Resource Development Centre, University of
Mumbai under RUSA. The theme was ‘Modernization of Law and its Impact on Social
Transformation’. Adv. Anil Harish, Truastee & Immediate Past President, HSNC Board & Partner,
D. M. Harish & Co. Was the Chief Guest for the Inaugural function. He discussed how society
and law impact each other in today’s modern times. Eminent resource persons from various
fields including Higher education, Law, History, Political Science, Sociology, Philosophy,
Psychology were invited. Thirty-four technical sessions covered various topics including
National Education Policy, Right to Privacy, Farm Laws, Senior Citizens Rights and issues, Mental
Health among others. Thirty-three teacher participants from all over India with specialization in
Law, Human Rights, Education, Sociology, History, Political Science, Philosophy and Psychology
successfully completed the Course. 



Shri Kishu Mansukhani, President and Trustee HSNC Board who was the Chief Guest for the
Valedictory function. He congratulated the participants and wished them good luck for future.

13th March, 2021: The Constitution Club of the College organised the Public Interest
Litigation(P.I.L.) Drafting Competition. The Competition was judged by Mr. Prahlad Paranjape,
Advocate, Bombay High Court and Ms. Neha Bhide, Advocate, Bombay High Court. The Winners
and Runners-Up were awarded Cash Prize and Merit Certificate.
Winners: K C Law College
Runners-up : GLC Trivandrum

25th March 2021: The College Legal Aid Committee organised the Legal Aid Festival with Poster
& Slogan Making Competition and Short film Making Competition.  The themes were Women
Rights; Rich Getting Richer, Poor Getting Poorer; and Know the Law. Students from all over India
participated in the Competition. The winners and runners-up of various competition were:
POSTER-MAKING COMPETITION:

Winner - Ms. Ritika Gupta from The Law School, Jammu University, Jammu.
 First Runner-Up - Ms. Intesaar Limbodiwala from B.N. Bandodkar College of Science, Thane.
Second Runner Up - Ms. P. Sree Ramya from University College of Law, Osmania University,
Hyderabad.
SLOGAN MAKING COMPETITION:

Winner - Ms. Pranali Shashikant Dhiware from B.N. Bandodkar College of Science, Thane 
First Runner Up - Mr. Chanchal Sukhlal Bhadrecha from V.E.S. Law College, Mumbai       
 Second Runner Up Ms. Falak Latif Khan from V.E.S. Law College, Mumbai.
SHORT-FILM MAKING COMPETITION 

Winner - Ms. Aneesha Sondhi from University of Law and Legal Studies, Delhi
First Runner Up - Ms. Harshita Sewani, Ms. Ketaki Rege and Mr. Gaurav Khetwani from
Kishinchand Chellaram Law College, Mumbai
Second Runner Up - Mr. Mayank Kumar Pandey from KIIT University (School of Law) Kolkata.

27th March 2021:The Constitution Club organised Lex Concilio 
(A Model Parliamentary Debate) sponsored by 
D. M. Harish Foundation. The Chief Guest for the 
function was Dr. Narendra Jadhav, Member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha). Around 250 participants from all over India 
participated in the event. The winners and runners up were 
awarded cash prize, trophies and merit certificate.
Winners : New Law College 
Runners-up : K. C. Law College



2nd & 3rd April 2021: Legis Centrum – a two day National Level Law Fest was organised by the
College. The Chief Guest for the Inaugural Session was Mr. Siddharth Batnagar, Senior Advocate
Supreme Court of India. The Law fest included three competitions - National Level Moot Court
Competition, Client Counselling Competition and Letter to the Chief Justice Competition.
Around 38 teams from all over India participated in the fest. The winners and runners-up were
awarded cash prize, trophies and merit certificates.

9th April 2021: Online Orientation Programme for the First Year Law students was organized
with the objective of making the students aware of the academic aspects of the course and the
rules and regulations of the Institute.

9th April 2021: Webinar on Rights of Women in India was organised by DLLE students under
Population Education Club initiative. They organised Gender Sensitisation Program at
Community Level to create awareness on ‘Rights of Women in India’ through PPT presentations.
Various topics covered were - Female infanticide, Child marriage, Women’s right to property
before and after marriage, Dowry & Domestic violence, Sexual abuse and Rights of Women in
Police custody.

10th April 2021: DLLE students under Population Education Club initiative organised a Webinar
on Webinar on Rights of Senior Citizens in India at Community level for creating awareness on
‘Rights of Senior Citizens in India’ through PPT presentations. The webinar provided insights
into the laws, rights, legal remedies and schemes available to the senior citizens.

14th April 2021: The Constitution Club organised celebration of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
Jayanti. Dr. Anant Kalse, Former Principal Secretary, Maharashtra Legislature was the Chief
Guest for the celebration and gave an insight on the tremendous work done by Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar.



27th April 2021: K. C. Law College and Western India Regional Council of ICAI organised a
Webinar on Career Counselling for students. 

24th April 2021: K C Law College and Public Relation Society of India - Mumbai Chapter
organised a webinar on Intersection between Law and Communication. Mr. Somasekhar
Suderasan, Counsel was the Guest Speaker for the Webinar.

30th April 2021: Online Research Seminar for
students was organized by the College with the
object to encourage students to read, think,
analyse and do research work. Twenty six students
presented research papers in the seminar that was
attended by over 200 participants. Adv. (Dr.)
Ashok Yende, Founder Director UMLA and
Former HOD, Department of Law, University of
Mumbai was the Chief Guest for the Inaugural
function. Sir gave insight about the importance of
research, its kinds, steps to be taken while doing
research in academic field and how students
should contribute to the Nation via research. 

Two Parallel Technical Sessions were conducted for papers presentations. These Sessions
were Chaired by Prof. Mrs. Shivani Shelar, In-charge Principal, New Law College, Mumbai
and Mr. Sheetal Setia, Assistant Professor, Department of Law, Mumbai University. The
winners were:            
1st position : Darshana Jain and Mahima Goyal 
2nd position : Divya Bajaj and Akanksha Sharma 
3rd position : Soni Dhing and Anmol Hasija along with Saloni Pujari (Shared)



1st May 2021: Online Double Celebration of
International Labour Day and Maharashtra Day was
organized by the Teaching & Non-teaching Staff and
Students with great enthusiasm and zeal. The students
contributed in the celebration through poems, stories,
speeches and PPT presentations. Topics like Historical
Significance of Labour Day; Importance of Labour
Force; Story of a Trade Union Leader – Mr. Datta
Samant; and Historical Significance of Maharashtra
Day were presented in English. Topics like Importance
of Maharashtra Diwas; Powada; and PPT presentation
on Traditions and Delicacies in Maharashtra were
presented in Marathi.

5th June 2021: College organized a Webinar on
“Urban Governance and Environment” to
celebrate the World Environment Day. The Guest
Speaker, Mr. Vishvas Mote, Assistant
Commissioner, Municipal Corporation of Greater
Mumbai, clarified the meaning of “Urban
Governance”. Sir emphasized on Action Plan with
3‘R’s – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle which is in tune
with this year’s theme of Reimagine, Recreate,
Restore – the focal point being ecosystem
restoration. 



6th June 2021: Thehistoric coronation
ceremony of the highly revered and iconic
Maratha warrior Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj was celebrated as ‘Shivswarajya
Din’. Principal Dr.Kavita Lalchandani
welcomed everyone and highlighted the
significance of the iconic day and paid her
homage to the illustrious King. Vice
Principal Dr.Bindu Variath also briefly
outlined the value of freedom and welcomed
all. All other faculty members also expressed
their gratitude to Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj. The students paid homage to
Shivaji Maharaj through songs, stories and
poems. 
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Mercy Petition: Boon or a Bane 

Mr. Aditya Suryavanshi 

F.Y.LL.B. 

 

 

As India awoke on 20th March 2020, the four adult convicts who led the heinous crime of raping 

and killing a 23 year old girl brutally, were hanged. The incident that happened in 2012 was 

finally given justice in 2020. The convicts were charged with rape, murder, kidnapping, 

destruction of evidence and the attempted murder of woman’s male  companion. Mercy petition 

play a big role in criminal justice as it is a way to extend the time period of death penalty and 

also reanalyse. A convict can present mercy petition to the President of India under Article 72 

and Governor of State under Article 161 of the Constitution of India. The convict or a relative on 

his behalf, has the right to submit the mercy petition within a period of seven days after the date 

of dismissal of appeal or make an application for special leave petition to the Supreme Court. 

 

In 2012, Delhi Gang Rape Case convict Mukesh filed a mercy petition. Delhi government made 

a recommendation to reject the plea and passed it to Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia. On 

17th January 2020 the mercy plea was rejected by the President of India. This incident made every 

mother, daughter and sister feel protected as the mercy   plea gave power to the convicts to reduce 

the timeline of punishment. It took 7 years to pass the judgement. Indian law can be criticised 

based on the fact that capital sentencing isn’t passed directly but only after careful inspection and 

abiding by laws. The delay was caused because of several reasons: 1) because of review petition 

which the convicts took full advantage of; 2) all the four reviews were delayed and more delay 

was caused because of the background of convicts as they were poor and death of the mother of 

one of them; 3) mercy plea was filed once the review petition was dismissed; 4) the delay due to 

the time taken (almost a year and half) to constitute an appropriate Bench for case; 5) there were 

delaying tactics played as one of the convicts didn’t understand English so Special Investigation 

Team translated day and night; 6) defence lawyers were finding false alibi to prove defendants 

were not in Delhi; and 7) delay as juvenile protocols had to be followed since two of the four 

convicts were not adults when the crime was committed. 

 

The former President of India, Smt. Pratibha Patil granted 30 pardons in 22 months which 

shocked the conscience of Supreme Court1. Sushil Murmu who was pardoned in February 2012 

beheaded a year old boy in ritual “sacrifice” for prosperity to goddess Kali in 1996. As the 

legendary American jurist, Oliver Wendell Holmes pointed out, in modern democracy the power 

to punish with death rest with the judiciary and power to spare life with the executive. 

 
1 https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/special-report/story/20120625-pratibha-patil-mercy-petitions-accepted-

758790-2012-06-15  

https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/special-report/story/20120625-pratibha-patil-mercy-petitions-accepted-758790-2012-06-15
https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/special-report/story/20120625-pratibha-patil-mercy-petitions-accepted-758790-2012-06-15


 

 

 

The president also has to examine the merit of the case himself, as in Govindasamy case the 

mercy petition was taken in positive light by former president APJ Abdul Kalam when he found 

out “there was no eyewitness” to the murders committed. He is now busy  with his new passion 

of book- binding in jail perfectly unaware that he has now become footnote in history. The 

philosophy of punishment lies on four tenets. It can be deterrent and work by creating fear. It 

can be preventive to stall a crime and reformative to strengthen human character. The power of 

president to pardon is premised on the assumption that it works in public interest. 

 

Sometimes the mercy petition is completely rejected by the Supreme Court. In case of Afzal Guru, 

he had been on death row for his role in 2001 terrorist attack on Parliament after his appeal was 

rejected by the Supreme Court on August 5, 2005. His execution, due on October 20, 2006 was 

stayed by the government because a clemency petition was filed by his family to the President. 

Afzal Guru suffered in solitary isolation, whether he would be executed or not. On 3rd February 

2013 his mercy plea was rejected by the former President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee and he 

was hanged at Tihar Jail, Delhi on 9th February 2013. 

 

Almost every case of clemency in 2012 tells a story of unmitigated brutality against children. On 

February 20, 1996, Molai Ram was on duty as a guard at a jailor's quarter in Central Jail Rewa, 

Madhya Pradesh. Santosh Yadav already serving rape sentence was assigned to tend the garden. 

The jailor's minor daughter went missing, to surface the next day in a septic tank at nearby 

cattleshed. Ram and Yadav had raped and strangulated  her. 

 

Under a landmark ruling in 2009 (Jagdish vs State Of M.P.), the Supreme Court humanized the 

way the State deals with death row convicts whereby a convict cannot be executed for 14 days 

after the rejection of his Clemency plea as giving 14 day notice before execution, “allows  

prisoner to prepare himself mentally for execution, to make peace with God, prepare his well and 

settle other earthly affairs. It allows the prisoner to have last meeting with his family members. 

 

Therefore pardoning power lies in the hands of President and Governor. In some cases like 

Govindasamy, they can be used righteously whereas some prisoners need to be executed to save 

the State from letting out such convicts affecting and causing more danger and harm to society. 

It can be a boon considering the facts like seriousness of crime, age of prisoner, relations with 

family, good prison record, remorse and atonement, deference to public opinion, period of 

imprisonment. In cases of the prisoner who have committed heinous crimes like rape or murder 

it  can be a bane. 
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Life!
Ms. Megna Devkar

Faculty
Time doesn't wait for you or me

Days pass & years change
You miss your loved ones

You move away from your close
ones

Your life changes, friends change,
people change but your heart has

those precious moments engraved
in it whether you want it or not.
There is lightness and darkness

which is always there, making you
happy at sad times & sad at happy

times.
You think about those happy days
then smile & when somebody asks

the reason for your smile,
You just say "Nothing" because the

memories last forever!!
 



Nature's Beauty

Aasana Shah
F. Y. LL.B.



Sunflower Mandala

Khushboo Dadhich
F. Y. LL.B.



Undeterred 
Siddesh Bane

F. Y. LL.B.

When you wish to be at the point no one has
ever been, 

You need to walk the way no one has ever
seen. 

You are limitless, you are unbound; 
Be a bird undeterred, 

For, the world is your playground. 
Pay no heed to the mocking smiles, the world

racing past your being; 
Be proud of thy slow walk, 

For at least you have the guts to dream. 
Listen to your instincts; listen to your

thoughts; 
 

Listen to the voice within you, 
For that is what is never taught! 

The path you tread is unique, and so are you; 
Never be influenced by the judgmental lot, 

For, dispiriting you is their virtue. 



 

 

Why Red Light Areas Need Free Legal Aid? 

Ms. Palak Karundia 

F. Y. LL.B. 

 

Our honorable constitution lays great emphasis on the virtue of EQUALITY1. Equality in all 

senses, irrespective of our caste, class gender, race or profession and condemns discrimination in 

any form. While it all seems adequate in theory, the reality is a little different. While there is no 

denying that discrimination in all forms exists, there is a section of people who are not only 

discriminated but are not even considered a part of our society and hence deprived even of the 

basic human rights. The red light areas of our country are treated as war zones and the sex workers 

as second class citizens. As a result of this they are not aware of their rights and are exploited, 

harassed, tortured and are taken advantage of. While our law system works continuously and 

selflessly towards providing free legal aid to various financially weak and unstable people, this 

particular section is still overlooked. 

 

The violence that exists in the sex industry, discrimination at the hands of the police and judiciary, 

exploitation during employment, concerns relating to health, safety and security of the sex workers 

and their children, presence of minors in the sex industry, issues of lack of consent and 

consultation, extortion and pimping, and psychological abuse are some of the various issues faced 

by the sex workers. They are unaware of some of their rights and other times there are no remedies 

available to them. The plight of these workers needs to be ended. 

 

However, the State is working towards this issue and several NGOs with help of the Government 

is trying to set up legal aid centre in such areas. One such initiative was taken by the Pune 

government as they decided to set up a free legal aid clinic in Budhewar Path – a prominent red 

light area in Pune to help address the issues of sex workers and make them aware of their basic 

human rights. 2 

 

While steps are taken to help them, I still feel that it is a long way to go and hence free legal 

aid should be made essential to the red light areas of all the States of the country. 

 

 
1 Article 14 of the Constitution of India reads as under: “The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law 

or the equal protection of the laws within the territory of India.” 

2 https://punemirror.indiatimes.com/pune/civic/state-to-soon-set-up-legal-aid-centre-in-citys-red-light-

area/articleshow/55298927.cms 

 

https://punemirror.indiatimes.com/pune/civic/state-to-soon-set-up-legal-aid-centre-in-citys-red-light-area/articleshow/55298927.cms
https://punemirror.indiatimes.com/pune/civic/state-to-soon-set-up-legal-aid-centre-in-citys-red-light-area/articleshow/55298927.cms


 

 

The Approach Towards Moot Court Preparation 

Mr. Keshav Tripathi 

LL.M. -Part I 

 

A moot court competition is an important aspect in a law student’s life. The experience and 

knowledge gained in the moot court preparation leaves an indelible impression on the mind of 

participants. Moot court competitions give wide exposure to the students to participate and 

improve their public speaking skills. The students get an opportunity to meet and interact with the 

legal luminaries. The following are the steps to be followed in approaching moot court: 

 

1) Firstly, there has to be a team. The team members must be selected carefully. While forming a 

team, the students who have not participated earlier must also be given opportunity; however, 

there must be a balance of students who have participated in moot earlier and the students who 

have not participated. A combination of third year and second year students will be ideal. 

However, any other combination may also be alright.  

 

2) After careful formation of the team, it has to be made sure that one of the two or three 

participants in a team should take complete charge. By this I mean to say that s/he should be the 

leader of the team and if in case of any deadlock amongst the members of the team, then s/he must 

have the final say. The leader should be either senior or the one with experience. I will leave it to 

the discretion of the members to decide on who should be the leader. I have come across teams, 

wherein the Speakers think that they are already counsels and burden the researcher with all the 

drafting part. This should not be done. Rather, this must not be done. Every single member of the 

team has to contribute equally. And the leader, which I have said above, is just a ceremonial/titular 

head only and s/he is leader only and only in case of a deadlock.   

 

3) Then the Moot Problem should be first given a cursory reading individually. Thereafter, the 

team members should assemble and read it thoroughly. All the terms, concepts, law points etc., 

with which even one single member is unfamiliar with should be noted and a preliminary research 

should be conducted. Thereafter, another reading of the moot problem should be made.  

 

4) Then the “Statement of Facts” is to be prepared. The statement of facts should be concise and 

‘wheat has to be separated from chaff’.  

 

5) Thereafter, if the issues are already given, which is usually the case, then it is good; however, if 

it is otherwise, that the issues are not given, then it is necessary that the issues be formed first. 

After this, two or three professors should be consulted on that moot problem and also the issues. 

The formation of issues are quite necessary, and one should keep it in mind that you have to stick 

only to the issues, and even though discretion of adding issues are permitted to the team by the 

rules and regulations, it should be used with maximum circumspection. If the issues are already 



 

 

given, as is the case in most of moot court competition then, the issues are to be understood and 

analysed.  

 

Once the issues are framed or otherwise understood, then the arguments are to be divided into 

three sub-headings. There is reason for division into three. For example, when a person says:  

i. “I hate you.”  

ii. Then the reasonability calls upon to adduce to the aforesaid statement answers to “Why 

I hate you?” 

iii. And then finally it has to be demonstrated ex facie “The incidents which led me to hate 

you.” 

In a particular criminal moot problem: There is a situation that child witness is the sole witness, 

and due to which court convicts the accused. So, the three sub-headings will be: 

i. The testimony of the Child is unreliable  

ii. The testimony of the child is unreliable because the Supreme Court of India has held 

that “Child witness is a dangerous witness” (which actually, the Supreme Court of 

India has held in Bhagwan Singh and others v/s State of M.P.1) 

iii. The incidents, which established that child witness is unreliable (the answer to this sub-

heading can be that: child witness can be tutored; the child witness’ capability to testify 

was not assessed by the Trial Court; the testimony of the child was recorded after a 

long time; or “the child witness is victim’s brother/sister and ergo, there are chances of 

prejudices” and so on and so forth) 

 

6) After the sub-headings are decided, the focus should be only upon making summary of 

arguments. The exercise should not be otherwise. When the summary of arguments is constructed, 

it becomes easier to elaborate the arguments on those lines. 

 

7) And then, the team should solely focus upon the Petitioner’s/Appellant’s memorial only. The 

Petitioner’s/Appellant’s memorial should be completed in toto. Do not and I repeat, DO NOT, 

commit the mistake of starting the other side’s memorial in parallel. Because, you have to counter 

in Respondent’s memorial, what is stated in the Petitioner’s/Appellant’s memorial. The 

Respondent’s memorial cannot and, by any stretch of imagination, cannot counter what is not 

stated in Petitioner’s/Appellant’s memorial.  

 

8) Once the Petitioner’s/Appellant’s memorial is drawn, it is of essence, that one reading by each 

of the members has to be made, in order to figure out, whether any point has not been left out. 

 
1 Bhagwan Singh and others v/s State of M.P. 2002 CRILJ 3169 
 



 

 

While drafting the memorial, it should be made sure that all the citations of the judgements are in 

full form. It is advised to not use the term “ibid”. Because, while memorials are being drawn, it 

can be so that a new point is to be added and sometimes one come across multiple points, and in in 

the state of excitement or haste, which judgement was “ibid”, and which was to be inserted, can be 

forgotten.  

 

9) Then as said above, the Respondent’s memorial is to be drawn and all the submissions made in 

the Petitioner’s/Appellant’s memorial is to be countered. The steps mentioned in the paragraphs 

numbers (4), (5), (6) and (7) are to be followed.  

 

10) For the sake of avoiding any confusion, I will explain the sub-headings part, in case of 

Respondent’s memorial, as below: 

For example, now the person who is hated has to respond: 

i. I should not be hated 

ii. Then the reasonability calls upon to adduce to the aforesaid statement answers to “Why 

I should not be hated by you?” 

iii. And then finally it has to be demonstrated ex facie “The incidents which shows that I 

should not by hated by you” 

In case of aforesaid criminal moot problem, the three sub-headings to respond would be as 

follows: 

i. The testimony of child witness is reliable; 

ii. The testimony of child witness is reliable because the Supreme Court has held that 

whether child witness is competent or not, it should be assessed only by the Trial 

Court; 

iii. The incidents which establish that child witness is reliable (the response to this sub-

heading can be: the child witness has the metal capability to understand the questions 

raised in the court; the child witness has the intellect; the child witness cannot be 

prejudiced and/or tutored and so on and so forth) 

 

11) Once, the Respondent’s memorial is completed, like Petitioner’s/Appellant’s memorial, it 

should be given a thorough reading by each member and steps in paragraph number 8 is to be 

followed for the Respondent’s memorial as well.  

 

12) After both the memorials are completed, it necessary that both the memorials are to be read 

one by one and there is no harm in being reassured on the fact that all the submissions made in the 

Petitioner’s/Appellant’s memorial are countered in the Respondent’s memorial. And once both the 

memorials are drawn and all the aforesaid steps are followed, it is necessary to follow the rules of 

format mentioned in the rules and regulations, as in cases of some moot courts, it can be reason for 

marks deduction in assessing the moot memorials.  

 



 

 

13) Then, all the citations mentioned should be cross-checked and depending on the number of 

sets required it should be printed and photocopies are to be taken. All the citations are to be 

arranged in the “List of Citations” in alphabetical order. The treatises and/or commentaries used 

and relied upon should be the standard ones and it should be cited in the Citation style mentioned 

in the Rules and Regulations. Usually, “Blue Book Citation2” style is prescribed in the Rules and 

Regulations of the moot court.   

 

14) It is to be remembered that all the judgements relied upon, it is necessary that all the 

judgements are read and remembered, because if the Bench is unfamiliar with any judgement, then 

the reading of the same becomes handy.  

 

15) Then preparation for Oral Rounds is to be made. And I would like to wish: Best of Luck for 

the competition to the ones who will participate in the competition. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
2 https://www.legalbluebook.com/ 



Faith!

Covid have filled our lives with fear;
but have faith in God protecting us dear.

Everyone’ routine has crumbled; 
and all are feeling utterly grumbled.

The world is trying hard to go about their duties;
Doctors, Nurses, Teachers, Police, all doing it in beauty.

There are many reasons to look out for flaw; 
keep on your faith on the great LAW!

Sanjana Malkhani
F. Y. LL.B.

 



When we went to College!!!!
Shraddha Joshi

F.Y.LL.B.
The alarm rang and we woke up to reach our college, entering the gate

running for that lecture one,
But nowadays it's just a button away on the laptop and yes it's done!!!

 
When we met our professors in the class, discussed the huge syllabus with

the entire mass,
Now we see the entire class presenting online various tasks!!!

 
We met our friends’ everyday enjoying sharing tiffins in the canteen,

But now we see our friends at home eating beans and sharing short
scenes!!!

 
When creating beautiful memories were just anyday's random story,

Living memories are a yester’s history!!!!!
 

For when there were good old days,
We felt each other happily in many frames,

May we return back to our normal days,
Bringing nostalgia back to play it's games!!!



Spiritual Mandala

Ayushi Dubey
F. Y. LL.B.



Janardana

Vasudha Gupta
F. Y. LL.B.

Moment of Solitude



 

 

Technologies: Rule Or Ruin Your Life 

Ms. Darshana Jain 

F.Y.LL.B. 

 

Cyber Security refers to the body of technologies, processes and practices designed to protect 

network, device program and data from attack, damage unauthorized access. Cyber Security may 

also be referred to as Information Technology Security. Among the most serious challenges of the 

21st Century are the prevailing and possible threats in the sphere of cyber security. Threats 

originate from all kind of sources and mark themselves in various activities that target individual 

businesses, national infrastructure and government alike. The effect of these threats transmit 

significant risk to public safety, security of the nation and stability of globally linked international 

community. 

 

Malicious use of information technology can easily be concealed, making it difficult to determine 

the identity of the criminal. Their motive can be simply demonstrating technical power, theft of 

money or information and extension of State conflict. 

Cyber security is important because government, military, corporate financial and medical 

organizations collect, process and store unprecedented amount of data on computers and other 

devices. A significant portion of the data can be sensitive information whether that be intellectual 

property, financial data, personal information or other type of data for which unauthorized access 

or exposure could have negative consequences. Organizations transmit sensitive data across 

network and to other devices in the course of doing business and cyber security is the discipline 

dedicated to protecting that information. 

 

As the volume and sophistication of cyber-attacks grow, companies and organizations, especially 

those that are tasked with safeguarding information relating to national security, health and 

financial records need to take steps to protect their business and personal information. In today’s 

digital based society everyone must take measures to safeguard their data. Every week there are 

news about large corporations being hit with major cyber attacks. 

 

To create an international network on cyber security, a conference was held in March 2014 1 in 

New Delhi. The objectives set in the International Conference on Cyber Law and Cyber Crime are 

as follows: 

1) To recognize the developing trends in cyberlaw and the legislation impacting cyberspace in the 

current situation. 

2) To generate better awareness to battle the latest crime. 

 
1 https://cis-india.org/news/intl-conference-cyberlaw-crime 



 

 

3) To recognize the area for stakeholders of digital and mobile network. 

 

We all know that money moves quickly around the world and even the cyber criminals are 

increasingly able to collaborate rapidly across the border. To create cyber-safe world, we must be 

as fast and globally integrated as the criminals. The complexity and variety of attacks is ever 

increasing as are the purposes for the attacks. Now a days there are ample examples of misuse in 

our day to day life which can be in the financial, practical or personal areas, which can worsen a 

person’s life. They can fall prey to bad habit like smoking, drinking etc because of stress and 

anxiety or they can act as a criminal and can also attempt suicide. 

 

In the technological world we are magnets. We get attracted to everything we see, regardless of 

negative or positive. But is it really things are the way it looks? No, every message you send is 

read by someone else other than the receiver. Every call you make, audio or video, is heard or 

watched by someone else too. In fact, we have already given them approval for this by agreeing 

the terms and conditions while installing the applications. We all know that all apps including 

Whatsapp, Instagram, Facebook, etc., promise that they won't sell our data. However, there is a big 

black market out there in the real world which sells every data of the virtual world. 

 

So all I want to say is that, nothing in this world is perfect, everything has its price and everybody 

is doing business. Make sure that your business doesn't gets affected or your personal life doesn't 

get ruined just by the cyber crimes.  

 

Use technology, but don't approve everybody to use their technology to rule or ruin your life. 

 

 

 

 



Lal Qila

Neelam Jethmalani
F. Y. LL.M.

Justice!!



Solitude

Rishabh Prasad
F. Y. LL.B.



 

 

Increase In Racism Against People From North-East In India After The 

Pandemic 

Mr. Steve Yang 

F.Y.LL.B. 

 

Introduction 

The most common meaning of the word “Race” is distinctive physical attributes of humans, which 

makes them distinctive in looks. Some of the different physical attributes and distinct cultures are 

considered superior and others have to face discrimination in some or other form.  

 

Racism in India has been there for at-least a thousand years. One can say racism was also present 

during Vedic ages. Even in our mythological stories there are evident discrimination due to a 

person’s caste. Karna who was raised as a son by a chariot driver was not allowed to learn archery 

and he was not allowed to participate in a competition in which the winner won the hand of 

princess Draupadi because of Karna being someone not from a khastriya clan. Casteism and 

Racism are not that different. Casteism is discrimination done to a person on the basis of their 

caste. Racism, on the other end is more on the physical attributes of the person. Racism is not only 

present in India but it is present in the whole world.  

 

International scenario: 

Recently, an African-American man named George Perry Floyd Jr. was murdered by a police 

officer named Derek Chauvin because he used unnecessary brutal force while arresting him. 

Apparently there was a video of the police officer kneeling on the neck of the victim while 

arresting him, which caused his death. This event led to a massive protest in United States of 

America. This is not the first instance of the police brutality against an African-American person. 

There have been many instances where the African-American people have protested against racial 

profiling and police brutality. Montgomery Bus boycott is a dark page of American history where 

an African-American woman named Rosa Parks was arrested by the Montgomery police officer 

for refusing to give up her seat to a Caucasian woman. This incident led to a nation wide protest 

for equal civil rights, due to which the racial segregating Alabama State bus law declared as 

unconstitutional. 

 

Scenario of Racism in India: 

One can say a person is being racist when that person shows prejudice, intolerance, hatred, 

aggression towards another person who has different skin, shape of eyes or lips, basically different 

physical attributes. In India, racism is an issue which is deeply rooted. People from North-eastern 

states have to face racism on the daily basis in the mainland of India. There are many such news 

available where there are acts of aggression or hatred towards a person from the North-eastern 

state or heritage. A person from the North-Eastern states is often referred as “chinki” or called 



 

 

“Chinese”. This is insulting and derogatory as the person from north-east is also a tax paying 

citizen of India. In the year 2014, there was a nerve chilling incident of brutality and racism in the 

capital of India, Delhi. Nido Tania a 20 years old man who belonged to the state of Arunachal 

Pradesh was murdered by four men. There was a scuffle between Nido Tania and these four men 

when they made a joke of his hairstyle. The victim was brutally beaten with iron rods and sticks 

and then he eventually succumbed to his injuries.  

 

There was a nationwide protest after such horrible incident. Due to which the M.P. Bezbaruah 

Committee was formed by the Central Government to come up with suggestions and 

recommendations. One of the main suggestion and recommendation made by the committee was 

to insert few new sections in the Indian Penal Code, 1860. The committee recommended on 

inserting Section 153C and Section 509A in the Indian Penal Code,1860.  

 

Section 153 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 deals with wantonly provocation to cause riots. 

Whereas Section 509 of the Indian penal Code, 1860 deals with insulting a modesty of woman. 

Section 153C and 509A would deal with acts, which are prejudicial or intolerant against a person, 

acts or words spoken which are committed to insult or discriminate a person from a particular race. 

Despite such recommendations made by the M.P Bezbaruah Committee, no steps were taken by 

the government to implement the most important and critical recommendation. There were other 

recommendations too. The Delhi Police formed a special squad to deal with incidents of such 

racism. The Delhi police was also trained and sensitized to handle such situations in the future. But 

there was no amendment made to the Indian Penal Code, 1860 as suggested by the Committee.   

 

Increase in Racism after “Covid-19” pandemic: 

With the current situation of Covid-19 pandemic, there have been many instances on the news 

where a person from the north-eastern state has faced racial discrimination or was called “corona 

virus”. There were cases of such aggression and racism in the metropolitan cities of India like 

Mumbai, Delhi, Ahmedabad Bangalore, Hyderabad and Chennai. In few, cities there were also 

cases of physical violence against women from North-Eastern states. In one of the incident of 

Mumbai, a miscreant spat on a girl from northeast and called her “Corona Virus”.  

 

There were similar instances of aggression and violence in the United States of America. It is said 

that from the year 2019 to 2020 there has been 150 percent increase in hate crime against Asian-

American people1. These acts have been verbal or physical abuse or both. There have been cases 

where Asian-American elderly were targeted specifically because of their physical attributes. In 

 
1 Kimmy Yam, Anti-Asian hate crimes increased by nearly 150% in 2020, mostly in N.Y. and L.A., nbcnews.com  (July 

15th, 2021, 10:30 PM), https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/anti-asian-hate-crimes-increased-nearly-150-2020-

mostly-n-n1260264 



 

 

the city of San Francisco, an 85 year old Asian American man was brutally attacked and he 

succumbed to his injuries. The attack was unprovoked and it was a hate crime as the victim was 

attacked due to his ethnicity. In the year of 2021, the United States of America has already passed 

an Anti-Asian Hate Crime Bill to tackle the issue of increasing hate crime violence against the 

Asian American people.  

 

India has similar issues, where its own citizens have to face similar problems before the pandemic 

and the situation is tense and worse during the pandemic. India also has an deep-rooted problem of 

casteism and steps should be taken to tackle such caste based violence and discrimination.   

 

The Indian Caste system could be divided into four main parts which are Brahmin, Kshatriya, 

Vaishya and Shudras. The three top most caste in the hierarchy have committed various atrocities 

on the Shudras for centuries. India came up with Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 

(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 to tackle the problems of caste based discrimination.  

 

In the current times of increase in the cases of racism against North-Eastern people. India should 

legislate an Act which deals with current needs of the society. Looking at the recommendation 

made by the M.P. Bezbaruah Committee of inserting new sections in the Indian Penal Code, 1860 

is really important. 

 

The 46th Chief Justice of India, Justice Ranjan Gogoi was the first Chief Justice of India from the 

North-Eastern State. The newly appointed Law and Justice Minister, Shri Kiren Rijiju is also from 

the North-East. There is a hope that like the United State of America, India will also legislate an 

Act which will tackle the deep-rooted problems of racism and xenophobia.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Dobby Jhanvi Matani
F. Y. LL.B.



Journey
Aditya Suryavanshi

F. Y. LL.B.

In the fast paced life,
I took a halt,

Travelling across the mountains,
Felt like a blissful existence now,

Greeting people with a smile and hug is ritual here,
Spending time with chirping birds and nature is

embraced here,
Blue skies and flowing river takes us to a beautiful

destination every time,
And in the night the star shines and the trees dance

in the breeze as the day unwinds,
As the time pass by my heart connects to everything

that is experienced here,
Unsure about what the technological future holds

but the visit to this place brings me back to life.



Be the Change You Want to See in the World
Darshana Jain

F. Y. LL.B.
Remember,

Time is moving faster,
Everything you see is not true.
The one who stays, never says.

Who helps you, has planned it in mind.
Your happiness makes someone’s day.

Kindness is meant to share, not to showcase.
Your pain is someone’s curse.

Moments are predictable, but life isn’t.
Life is meant to live happily, not to convince the death.

Lighting up someone’s life is way more better than
convincing God.

Erasing someone’s darkness is way better than erasing
your own mistakes.

Making someone smile is also way better than loving
yourself.

Light up life, erase darkness and spread happiness.
Today is meant for living,

No matter how bad is your day.
Just sleep,

Not for entire life but for a greater and better tomorrow.
 



 

 

Dowry: An Immortal Evil? 

Ms. Saakshi Malpekar 

S.Y.LL.B. 

 

CONCEPT OF DOWRY IN ANCIENT ERA: 

In the Brahma form of marriage, the presents given to the daughter on the occasion of marriage by 

her parents constituted her stridhan (Sanskrit: woman's property). They were given to the bride by 

love and affection and were meant to provide her with a sort of financial security in adverse 

circumstances and also to benefit the bride, who was unable to inherit property under Hindu law at 

the time. 

 

Stridhan was supposed to be so empowering in nature for a woman that it is even included under 

the definition of ‘Property of female Hindu to be her absolute property’ under Section 14 in the 

Hindu Succession Act, 1956 which states that “Any property possessed by a female Hindu, 

whether acquired before or after the commencement of this Act, shall be held by her as full owner 

thereof and not as a limited owner.” In this sub-section, “property” includes…….any such 

property held by her as stridhana immediately before the commencement of this Act.’’ 

 

Stridhan which once served as a matrimonial ceremony, has now turned into an atrocious practice 

in society called Dowry. Something that was essentially a gift exchange has now ruthlessly 

amended itself into a monetary extraction from the bride’s family.  So why did with time Stridhan 

assume the evil, frightening name of ‘Dowry’; for the obtaining of which compulsion, coercion 

and force began to be exercised and brides were tortured and killed. 

Why did marriage become a filthy bargain? 

 

STATISTICS RELATED TO DOWRY CASES AND DEATHS: 

In 2016, reported dowry death cases in India amounted to more than seven thousand. The number 

of cases filed under the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1971 in 2017 was 727. This number witnessed a 

rise from 690 in 2018 to 739 in 2019. The latest data furnished by the National Crime Records 

Bureau indicates that in 2019, 7,115 cases were registered under Section 304B IPC. In the first 16 

days of 2020 itself, 17 dowry cases were filed across police stations in the Bangalore city.1. 

 

ANALYSIS: 

India is the epicenter of dowry culture, even though the government banned the practice in 1961, 

and the effects of the system are everywhere corroding efforts toward greater gender and economic 

equality.  

 

 
1 The New Indian Express Paper, published: 17th January 2020, Author: Preeja Prasad. 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bengaluru/2020/jan/17/17-dowry-cases-in-16-days-of-new-year-2090576.html  

https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bengaluru/2020/jan/17/17-dowry-cases-in-16-days-of-new-year-2090576.html


 

 

Few major reasons that led to the evil-practice of Dowry: 

 The Hindu Succession Act- Until its amendment in 2005, the Hindu Succession Act of 

1956 was biased towards the male next of kin when it came to property inheritance. 

Dowry stemmed from India's skewed inheritance laws, and the Hindu Succession Act 

needed to be amended to stop the routine disinheritance of daughters. The amendment 

stated that women had right to their parents’ property irrespective of being married. 

 Economic factors- Dowry also varies by economic strata in India. Upper-class families 

are more likely to engage in the dowry system than the lower class. This could be in 

part due to women's economic exclusion from the labor market in upper classes2. 

 Status of Women in Society- Women continue to be in a subordinate status in their 

family. Women's education, income, and health are some significant factors that play 

into the dowry system. She is tied economically and socially to her new husband. 

Lack of education and economic dependence of women have encouraged the greedy 

perpetrators of the crime. 

 Failure of law- Both substantive and procedural laws have failed to facilitate the 

punishment of the guilty and to create terror in the minds of the culprits. 

 

RELEVANT LAWS & PROVISIONS: 

With a view to eradicating the rampant social evil of dowry from the Indian society the Parliament, 

in 1961, passed The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961. Certain sections of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 

and the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 have also been inserted to penalize the act of Dowry-taking. 

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 was also passed, which added an 

additional layer of protection. 

1) The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 

a) Penalty: Section 3- “If any person, gives or takes or abets the giving or taking of 

dowry, he shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less 

than five years, and with fine which shall not be less than fifteen thousand rupees or the 

amount of the value of such dowry, whichever is more.” 

b) Penalty: Section 4- “If any person demands any dowry, he shall be punishable with 

imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than six months, but which may extend 

to two years and with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees.” 

2) Indian Penal Code,1860 

a) Section 304B- Dowry Death 

(1) Where the death of a woman is caused by any burns or bodily injury or occurs 

otherwise than under normal circumstances within seven years of her marriage and 

before her death she was subjected to cruelty or harassment by her husband or any 

 
2 Anderson, Siwan (2007). "The Economics of Dowry and Brideprice". The Journal of Economic Perspectives. 21 (4): 

151–174. doi:10.1257/jep.21.4.151. S2CID 13722006. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doi_(identifier)
https://doi.org/10.1257%2Fjep.21.4.151
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S2CID_(identifier)
https://api.semanticscholar.org/CorpusID:13722006


 

 

relative of her husband for, or in connection with, any demand for dowry, such death 

shall be called “dowry death”. 

(2) Whoever commits dowry death shall be punished with imprisonment for a term 

which shall not be less than seven years but which may extend to imprisonment for life. 

b) Section 498A- Husband or relative of husband of a woman subjecting her to cruelty 

Whoever, being the husband or the relative of the husband of a woman, subjects such 

woman to cruelty shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 

three years and shall also be liable to fine. 

3) Indian Evidence Act, 1872 

a) Section 113A- Presumption as to abetment of suicide by a married woman3 

When the question is whether the commission of suicide by a woman had been abetted 

by her husband or any relative of her husband and it is shown that she had committed 

suicide within a period of seven years from the date of her marriage and that her 

husband or such relative of her husband had subjected her to cruelty, the Court may 

presume, that such suicide had been abetted by her husband or by such relative of her 

husband. 

b) Section 113B- Presumption as to dowry death4 

When the question is whether a person has committed the dowry death of a woman and 

it is shown that soon before her death such woman has been subjected by such person 

to cruelty or harassment for, any demand for dowry, the Court shall presume that such 

person had caused the dowry death. 

 

CASE LAWS: 

1. Shanti V. State of Haryana AIR 1991 SC 1226 

Woman killed and cremated by mother in law and other relatives after months of 

cruelty and abuse in demand of Dowry. Since woman's death occurred in unnatural 

circumstances, the accused were convicted under Section 304B and Section 498A of 

the IPC. 

2. Pawan Kumar V. State of Haryana AIR 1998 SC 958 

The deceased woman was allegedly tortured and harassed by her husband, father-in-

law and mother-in-law. These alleged actions ultimately contributed towards a suicidal 

death and she died of burn injuries. The accused were convicted and sentenced to 10 

years imprisonment under Sec 304B and Sec 498 of the IPC. 

3. Ashok Kumar V. State of Rajasthan AIR 1990 SC 2134 

In this heartbreaking case, the deceased woman was killed by her in-laws for Rs.5000/- 

which her father could not give as Dowry. She often suffered cruelty and torture even 

in front of her poor father at the hand of her in-laws. She was burned alive with 

 
3 Inserted by Act 46 of 1983, section 7 
4 Inserted by Act 43 of 1986, section 12 (w.e.f. 5-1-1986) 



 

 

kerosene while making tea. The accused were convicted under Section 304B and 

Sec498 of the IPC. 

4. Kundula Bala Subrahmanyam V. State of Andhra Pradesh 1993 CriLJ 1635 

The deceased woman was burned to death by her mother-in-law pouring kerosene over 

her and her husband lighting her on fire. Her dying confession was heard by 4 

neighbors and her brother which led to the imprisonment of the accused for life under 

Section 304B and Sec498 of the IPC. Section 32 of the Indian Evidence Act (Dying 

Declaration accepted as proof in Court) and provisions of the Dowry Prohibition Act, 

1961 were also applied to this case. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

The following excerpt from the judgment of ‘A.P.MISRA, J’ in the case of Pawan Kumar & Ors 

vs State Of Haryana5 (case summary given above) is a concise conclusion to this critical analysis 

of the social-evil of Dowry: 

 

“For more than a century, inspite of tall words of respect for women, there has been an onslaught 

on their liberties through `bride burning' and `dowry deaths'. This has caused anxiety to the 

legislators, judiciary and law enforcing agencies, who have attempted to resurrect them from this 

social choke. There have been series of legislations in this regard, without much effect. This led to 

the passing of Dowry Prohibition Act in 1961. In spite of this, large number of `brides burning' 

and dowry deaths continued. Stringent measures were brought in the Indian Penal Code and 

the Evidence Act through amendments. But to no avail. Sections of society are still boldly 

pursuing this chronic action to fulfill their greedy desire. Such persons are still indulging in these 

unlawful activities, not because of any shortcomings in law but due to the society’s mindset, poor 

economy and disrespect of women” 

 

• Need for change in Society: 

We may recall the words of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru6, "Legislation cannot by itself normally solve 

deep rooted social problems. One has to approach them in other ways too, especially by way of 

societal change”. 

In developing countries, it is a unique paradox that social progress lags behind the law. Dowry is a 

deep rooted social evil and legislation alone cannot eradicate it. Legislation can only help the 

social movement for the eradication of dowry. The society itself needs to change. Especially 

Indian Society whose values are so deep-rooted in patriarchy that every aspect of a woman’s 

existence has become a struggle. There’s only so much that the law can do if the people who are 

supposed to be following it do not change their mindset.  

 
5 on 9 February, 1998 
6 Speaking from the floor of Parliament in the Joint sitting of both Houses on Dowry Prohibition Bill, 1961 on May 6, 

1961. 
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Where decisions would be taken for the common good; and
priority would be public welfare

Where selflessness would dominate; and the flame of
kindness would flare

Where minds would be uncorrupted; and greed wouldn't be
the pallbearer

Where women wouldn't be looked down upon; and derision
wouldn't be served like food on platter

Where humanity as a race would prevail; and showers of
compassion descend

Where cruelty would be non-existent; and nature would be
the Supreme Being to defend

Where angels won't be found begging on streets
And humans themselves would perform divine feats

Where people would accept and not expect
Where trust wouldn't be a thing that's wrecked

Where love wouldn't have sorrowful endings
And solace would be found in the tiniest of things

Where people would be led by conscience
And fate relied less upon

That is the Utopia I wish to see,
That's the place I would love to belong.

 
*(Inspired from Rabindranath Tagore’s ‘Where the mind is without fear’)

Utopia
Siddesh Bane
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